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who left here on July 17 with despatches. Therefore in this com-
munication I will not repeat nor say more than that two days later,
on the igth of July, Captain Juan de Posada arrived \vith the rein-
forcements and relief he brought, which came very opportunely.
According to what he says and what \ve have learned here from
the Indians I think that this corsair has an establishment in this
country and not far from here, for some of his ships entered a harbour
beyond Santa Elena and told the Indians that they \vere going to
their village, which was nearby.
If this is true he will not fail to return this spring to raid this coast
and if he returns he will reduce it to utter ruin. I am writing to His
Majesty in the matter, entreating him to send relief quickly or, at
least, to combine the forts in one, which will then be reasonably
strong, although the corsair is so powerful that everything is puny
in comparison. Unless this relief arrives, or promise of it, during the
month of December, or the middle of January at latest, we shall be
completely lost.
I beg your lordship to favour me in so far as may be possible to
your lordship, whose very illustrious persons and houses Our Lord
preserve and increase through many years as we servitors of your
lordship desire.
San Agustin, August 30,1586.
Illustrious Sir
Your lordship's servant kisses your lordship's hands.
Pedro Menendez Marque z (Rubric).
(p. 2) As I was closing this letter an Indian came in from Santa
Elena to say that as he left there, which must have been on the i8th
of this month, eight sail appeared off Santa Elena, five being large
ships and the other three, small; and these three entered and
sounded the bar, and went out again, after which they all dis-
appeared. When this Indian was asked why he brought no letter
from Gutierre de Miranda he said that he was busied with his men
in defence of the place and could not write but bade him relate what
he saw, adding that if anything further occurred Gutierre de
Miranda would advise. This may be a fabrication of the natives.
Nevertheless I immediately sent an ensign in a small bark which I had
here, to learn the truth. He will be back in fifteen days at latest. If it is
anything important I will inform your lordship by a ship I have here.
Very Illustrious Sir
Your Lordship's servant kisses your lordship's hands.
Pedro Menfadez Marquiz (Rubric).